USA, PEACE or WAR?

The Constitution of the USA is clear that only Congress can declare war. That
is why the USA has only been at war five times. Really?

For only 7% of its existence has the country been at peace. Presidents have lots of
power to order the pulling of triggers. And my assumption is that this leads to a
mindset in which not only US governments but also its general society believes that
lethal power, or even the threat of its use, must always lie behind diplomacy.

They don’t take their guns into a meeting of the UN Security Council, but everyone
knows they are just outside the door.

Old man Bush declared a War on Terror. That enabled him and the USA to define
anything they did not like as “Terror’. More than a hundred years earlier Presidents
were elected because they were successful ‘Indian Killers’. That was terror.

Obama? Such a nice man, handsome, intelligent, a great wife, but once he
discovered drones he broke the record for killing people the US did not like.

Without the USA which twisted the arm of the United Nations to accept Israel simply
because Truman was pulling every trick he could to win the 1948 Presidential
election there would be no Israel. Palestinians would live in their own houses on their
own lands, just like native Americans used to.

Today? Today we see people questioning the continued existence of both Israel and
the USA. Jewish Israelis stay there either because they have no choice or because
they accept, or even promote, genocide, though some Jewish heroes are defying
and working against Netanyahu, incredible. Without the support of the USA how long
could Israel keep going?

And so, and so our political telescopes must focus on that country.

Yes it has bombs and bullets. It could drown us all in Coca Cola. It could hurt lots of
economies. But the double election of Trump has shown it to be politically illiterate.
Politics means the discussion of social values. But in America politics means the
buying of votes. And the purchasers are powerful interest groups. Their power
requires a politically illiterate electorate. Do the last few years show a country
becoming more politically literate?

When Trump meets Saint Peter at the Pearly Gates the chat will be interesting. But
when he goes shall we see the re-emergence of a Civil Rights America? Are there
any JFKs waiting to take over?

Empires do not last forever. What will the World look like in a post US time?

For me it is essential that we all engage in discussing our social values, not just what
kind of country do we wish to live in but in what kind of World?
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